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Figurehead

By tradition, the bows of British naval vessels were decorated with all sorts of carved
wooden sculptures, known as ‘figureheads’. Generally, the figurehead was related to
the origin of the ship’s name: a human figure, an emblem, or one of various
creatures, for instance. For example, the name HMS Tamar originated from the River
Tamar in south-western England. Therefore, the first figurehead of HMS Tamar was a
river god.

When HMS Tamar was remodelled in 1885, the god sculpture was replaced with a
better-known goddess sculpture. Further research is needed to sort out why the god
sculpture was replaced by a goddess, as well as the name of the goddess.

The acronym ‘HMS'’ in the name HMS Tamar stands for ‘His/Her Majesty’s Ship’. It is
used for all British naval vessels. Even shore bases and facilities carry the acronym in
their names, as they are also considered to be vessels.



